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Assessment Instrument 
 
Code   : 1119/2 
Marks  : 70 
Time  : 2 hour 15 minutes 
 
Assessment Design 
 
Paper 2 comprises 4 parts: Section A, B, C and D. All questions are to be answered. 
 
Constructs assessed are as follow: 
Knowledge & Understanding (Reading & Comprehension)  
Application (Writing Skills)       
 
The assembling of this paper follows a model of ’5-easy, 3-moderate, 2-hard’ to achieve a 
balance of questions. For multiple-choice items, they are arranged according to the context and 
are pre-tested so the balance of easy/moderate/hard can be ascertained. For the rest of the 
parts, the assembling of the instrument is based on the table of Specification and constructs are 
being assessed in all contexts. The level of difficulty is based on expert judgement. 
 

Type of 
instrument 

 
Objective and subjective written test 

 
Type of items 

Multiple- choice, Limited response,  Open response 

Section A B C D 
Number of 
questions 

Based on 
stimuli and 
rational 
cloze:  
15 MCQ 

 

Information 
transfer: 
10 
questions 

Reading 
comprehension:
5 questions  
 
Summary 
writing: 
1 question 

Writing in response 
to literary texts 
Poem: 1 question 
Novel:   1 question 

Marks 15 10 25 20 
Scoring Dichotomous 

 
Analytical 
 

Analytical & 
Holistic 

Analytical & Holistic

 
OVERALL PERFORMANCE 
 
On the whole, candidates did quite well in this paper.  Candidates with good language 
proficiency showed their ability by writing accurate answers while candidates with poor 
language proficiency were unable to perform well.  A very small percentage failed to respond to 
all or some of the tasks. 
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GENERAL PERFORMANCE OF CANDIDATES ACCORDING TO THEIR GROUPS 
 
High performance 
 
Candidates with good language proficiency were able to comprehend and respond to all the 
tasks relevantly and accurately.  Most of them did well in Section A and Section B.  They were 
able to respond well to the reading comprehension task and showed good ability to write the 
summary in their own words.  They also managed to produce answers of a high standard with 
relevant textual evidence for Section D (Literature Component). 
 
Average performance 
 
Generally, candidates of average language ability fared quite well in Section A.  Candidates had 
problems with some of the questions.  Section B usually produced better-than-average 
performance.  There were a few questions left unanswered in Sections C and D.  Some 
candidates, who used their own words to answer the comprehension and summary questions, 
were penalised because their limited competency resulted in grammatical and spelling errors 
which caused distortion of meanings. 
 
Weak performance 
 
Almost all the weak candidates attempted Sections A and B but most of them performed badly.  
Candidates displayed very poor reading skills.  Lifting and over-lifting in sections B and C were 
evident and the candidates did not show understanding of the test or task.  Some candidates 
did not even attempt sections B, C and D. 
 
PERFORMANCE OF CANDIDATES IN EACH SECTION 
 
SECTION A (Questions 1–15): MULTIPLE-CHOICE QUESTIONS 
 
GENERAL PERFORMANCE 
 
On the whole, candidates were able to do quite well in Section A as they displayed a good 
understanding of the task.  However, performance was better where questions required lower 
order thinking skills of recalling and understanding of main ideas and supporting details.   
 
Question 1 
 
Many candidates managed to draw the correct conclusion for the task based on an 
advertisement. The caption in the advertisement would have probably helped them make the 
correct inference.  Weaker candidates were not able to do so because they were distracted by 
the vocabulary like “healthier” in the advertisement. 
 
Question 2 
 
Better candidates were able to comprehend the newspaper clip and understand its main 
purpose. They would have understood the phrase “to exploit the wealth of the land” as to 
develop the land.  Weaker candidates were distracted by the other information such as “land 
development” and “land construction” in the clip.  
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Question 3 
 
Most candidates correctly identified the main purpose of the extract. The phrase “cut down” 
helped them zoom into the purpose of the extract.   However, the density of other details in the 
text distracted the weaker candidates. 
 
Question 4 
 
Many candidates were able to comprehend the letter and identify its purpose. Weaker 
candidates would have found it difficult because it requires expression of one’s feelings. 
 

Question 5 
 
Most of the candidates managed to get the correct answer based on the information in the 
synopsis.  However, weak candidates were probably misled by the phrase “a few feet off the 
ground” which appears after the word “hover”. 
 
Question 6 
 
Better candidates correctly inferred the answer in context of the article.  However, weaker 
candidates with poor vocabulary would have found this question difficult because all options fits 
when reading the sentence. 
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Question 7 
 
Some candidates were able to correctly deduce the information from linear to non-linear form.  
On the other hand, weaker candidates would have difficulty in differentiating and understanding 
phrases like “slight drop” and “rise gradually”.  
 
Question 8 
 
Many candidates were able to identify the fact accurately from a newspaper extract using skill of 
elimination.  Weaker candidates, however, failed to identify the true answer because of the 
density of information.   
 
Questions 9 - 15 
 
The questions were based on the passage which assessed candidates’  grammar and 
vocabulary.  The passage was about a family’s reading habit.  
 
Question 9 
 
I      9       up surrounded by books 
 
Better candidates were able to choose the correct answer by looking at the verb form used in 
the first sentence which was past tense.  However, weaker candidates were unsure of the tense 
as they felt “grow” and “growing” sounded right. 
 
Question 10 
 
My mother   10    many of the books ………about them. 
 
Many candidates were able to identify the correct verb form.  On the other hand, weaker 
candidates chose option C as they most probably wrongly related it to the writer’s present action 
of buying. 
 
Question 11 
 
My father, who was also an amateur historian, had collected   11     written records. 
 
Better candidates were able to choose the lexical item because the meaning of “numerous” is 
similar to “many”. Weaker candidates might have chosen “lots” because they were unable to 
differentiate “lots” and “lots of”. 
 
Question 12 
 
Most of these collections were the history   12    China. 
 
Most candidates chose the correct preposition.  Weak candidates, however, chose the wrong 
answer because they were probably distracted by the preposition “by” to mean done by. 
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Question 13 
 
When they retired, he and my mother agreed that they would   13    the library. 
 
Many candidates managed to get the correct answer to show continuity in keeping with the 
reading habit. Some candidates could have been confused with continuity and starting again 
thus choosing “restore”. Weaker candidates  
 
Question 14 
 
They wished to pass it     14     to their six children. 
 
Most candidates were able to identify the correct phrasal verb form. Weaker candidates would 
have been unsure of the correct preposition to complete the phrasal verb.   
 
Question 15 
 
I still have my    15    books. 
 
Most candidates picked the correct answer which showed plural possessive nouns. Weaker 
candidates would have chosen the possessive with the ‘s. 
 
 
SUGGESTIONS FOR CANDIDATES AND TEACHERS 
 
1. Candidates should read more to improve their command of the language. 

2. Candidates should go through past years’ questions and exercises in workbooks to 

familiarize with the examination format. 

3. Teachers should give candidates more grammar exercises. 

4. Grammar should be taught in isolation but meaningful. 

5. Give more rational cloze passage exercises so that they can understand how to choose 

correct answers. 
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SECTION B (Questions 16-25): INFORMATION TRANSFER 
 
The assessment objective for section B is to assess candidates’ ability to transfer relevant 
information from one text type to another.  For the SPM 2013 paper, the task required the 
candidates to read a text about a magazine “Science World Digest” and using the information in 
the description, candidates had to give short answers to questions and complete a blank filling 
exercise. 
 
Many candidates were able to locate the answers directly from the text.  However questions 21-
25 were a little bit more challenging as quite a significant number of candidates could not locate 
the specific information needed to complete the text. 
 
Most candidates performed better in this section compared to the other sections.  However, 
there were still some very weak candidates who did not make any attempt to answer the 
questions in this section. 
 
Most candidates attempted this section.  Many candidates could understand the instructions 
and were able to retrieve relevant information from the text.  Candidates, who were proficient in 
the language, gave precise and concise answers.  Even weak candidates were able to provide 
correct answers.  They were able to select and lift the portion of the sentences that had the 
answers. 
 
 
Some candidates over-lifted from the text despite the writing space provided in the question 
paper for the answer was limited.  There were mindless selection of phrases and sentences.  
Spelling errors too were prevalent. These candidates lacked the skill to transfer the accurate 
information from the text to the table. Some weak candidates provided irrelevant responses. A 
small percentage of the candidates did not attempt this section. 
 
 
DETAILED PERFORMANCE  
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Question 16  
 
The question required candidates to identify the name of the magazine: 

 
 

Most candidates got the answer correct because they managed to identify the relevant 
information from the text.  Some weak candidates got the answers correct as well when they 
lifted the relevant sentence. 
 
Some weak candidates provided irrelevant answer probably because their poor reading skills : 

 

 
 

Question 17 
 
The question required candidates to give the name of the publisher of the magazine. 
 
Good candidates got the answer correct because they managed to identify the relevant 
information from the text.  Some weak candidates got the answers correct as well when they 
lifted the information in bold which looked like a title. 
 

 
 
Some weak candidates provided irrelevant answer probably because  their poor reading skills or 
their inability to understand the rubric: 
 

 
 

Question 18 
 
This question required the candidates to state the promotional price for the magazine.  
Many candidates managed to identify the answer as stated in the advertisement with the help of 
the words “You pay only”: 
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Weaker candidates wrote the wrong answer because they were unable to differentiate between 
promotional price and normal price as stated in the advertisement: 
 

 
 

Questions 19 & 20 
 
This questions have two answers. Candidates were asked to state the methods of payment. 
Most candidates answered the question correctly because they were able to identify the 
relevant words or phrase in the advertisement like cheque, credit card payment: 
 

 
 
Some weaker candidates gave wrong answers as they overlifted information or added word or 
words that distort the meaning: 
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Question 21 
 
Most candidates were able to equate the idea of giving (you can give them) and (as a) this 
magazine as a gift from the line below the title of the magazine and in the first line of the 
paragraph as seen in the advertisement: 
 

 
 

Some weak candidates were unable to establish that relationship and thus gave irrelevant 
answers. 
 

 
 

Question 22 
 

Many candidates were able to identify the correct answer because of the phrase “particularly 
suitable” which eliminates the other possibilities i.e. friends and family: 
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Some weaker candidates gave wrong answers because the first sentence states who this 
magazine can be given to as a gift. 

 

 
 
Question 23 
 
Many candidates were able to identify the answer based on the last sentence of paragraph two 
“You’ll get it Free …….payment ……order”: 

 

 
 
Most weak candidates provided wrong answers as they overlifted words that distort the 
meaning: 

 

 
 

Question 24 
 
Most candidates answered the question correctly because the words “membership will begin” 
cued them to the answer. Better candidates provided this answer because they understood the 
meaning of the phrase “first issue” in the blank filling passage: 

 

 
 

Some weak candidates lifted incomplete answers: 
 

 
 

Question 25 
 
Many candidates answered the question correctly. They were able to identify the word “online” 
with purchases using the internet: 
 

 
 
Some weaker candidates answered incorrectly because they did not know the meaning of the 
word ‘subscribe’. Some of them also over-lifted words or phrases: 
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SUGGESTIONS FOR CANDIDATES   
 
1. Candidates should do more information transfer exercises. 

2. Candidates should read the task carefully before answering the questions. 

3. Candidates should only use information found in the text.  

4. Candidates should use key words to help locate the correct information and avoid over 

lifting of text material. 

5. Candidates should go through past-year questions to familiarize themselves with all kinds 

of text types in this section. 

 
 
SUGGESTIONS FOR TEACHERS  
 
1. Teachers should discourage candidates from over-lifting words or phrases  

2. Candidates must be taught ways to provide relevant and precise answers 

3. Teachers should expose candidates to different types of reading material 

4. Teachers should encourage candidates to answer this section 
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SECTION C  
 
GENERAL PERFORMANCE 
 
This section has two parts: reading comprehension and summary writing. Candidates’ 
performance was above average.  A small number of candidates did not attempt both the 
comprehension and summary questions.  
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READING COMPREHENSION (Questions 26 – 30) 
 
This section tested the candidates’ ability to read and understand information contained in an 
extended text.  The candidates were required to answer five comprehension questions based 
on a passage. 
 
Question 26(a) 
 

 
 

Many candidates were able to answer this question because of the key words both in the 
question and the passage.  

 

 
 

Candidates understood the situation why there were not many mountaineers at the place 
because the conjunction in the sentence helped them identify the reason in the sentence,  
“There were not many mountaineers at that time because of the unfavourable weather 
conditions”. 
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Some candidates misinterpreted the requirement of the question:    
 

 
 

Candidates misinterpreted the idea from line 2, “continuing his journey home”, thinking that 
mountaineers were on their way down the mountain.  
 
Question 27 (a) 
 
From paragraph 2, what caused Daniel to wake up? 
 
A majority of the candidates were able to answer this question, for example, 

 

 
 

The word “woken up” helped the candidates to zoom in on the correct patch of information. 
 
Some weak candidates mindlessly lifted the wrong answer based on key words like “The sound 
of the howling wind” and “open window”. 

 

 
 

Question 27 (b) 
 
From paragraph 2, what made Daniel realise that the chalet had collapsed? 
 
Many candidates were able to answer this question, for example, 
 

 
 
Many of the weak candidates who gave wrong answers misunderstood the question as to the 
time frame of Daniel’s realization of being trapped as opposed to the time the structure 
collapsed. 
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Question 28 (a) 
 
From paragraph 3, which word means “without having to think”? 
 
Most candidates who were able to connect the action happening and Daniel’s response to that 
action were able to pick the correct word  
 

 
 
Many candidates were not aware of the difference between word and phrase as they copied 
more than one word from the text: 
 

 
 
Question 28 (b) 
 
From paragraph 4, what two things did Daniel use to keep himself warm?  
 
Many candidates were able to lift the relevant line or phrase as they were looking for two items 
to keep him warm. 
 

 
 

Some candidates did mindless lifting of phrases or sentences without realizing that certain 
words in their answers give a different meaning than that required by the question. 
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Question 29(a) 
 
From paragraph 5, why do you think the firefighters looked into cracks and yelled? 
 
Some candidates were able to give the correct answer in their own words as they were able to 
interpret “can you hear me” as waiting for a response from victims. 
  

 
 
Most candidates failed to identify the reason because they thought that Daniel was the only 
survivor at that time whereas the firefighters were not specifically looking for Daniel only. 

 

 
 

Question 29 (b) 
 
From paragraph 8, who was the patient? 
 
Some candidates were able to make the connection as to the subject in question as the rescue 
in progress was centered only on Daniel. 
 

 
 
A small number of candidates chose the wrong word as they were unable to identify the subject 
as required in the question. 
 

 
 

Question 30 
 
“Mountain-climbing has always been my passion. I can’t wait for my next mountain-climbing 
expedition.” 
 
Based on this statement, how would you describe Daniel’s character? 
Give a reason to support your answer. 
 
Most candidates were able to identify a suitable characteristic and also provided a relevant 
reason: 
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A small number of candidates were not able to identify a suitable characteristic and provide a 
relevant reason in the given context of the question: 
 
 

 
SUGGESTIONS TO CANDIDATES 
 
1. Read the text and questions carefully. 

2. Learn to look for contextual clues 

3. Understand the usage of Wh-questions. 

4. Look for answers in the stated paragraphs.  

5. Candidates should have a wide range of vocabulary 

6. Do more comprehension exercises. 

7. Understand key words in the questions  

8. Learn to express personal opinions. 

9. Read extensively. 

 
 
SUGGESTIONS TO TEACHERS 
 
1. Familiarise candidates with various types of comprehension passages and reading 

materials. 

2. Encourage candidates to read extensively 

3. Remind candidates to change the pronouns accordingly when lifting answers. 
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SUMMARY WRITING 

 
 

QUESTION 31 
 
The summary question tests the candidates’ ability to select and retrieve relevant information, 
use the information given to display an understanding of the task and to organise the 
information coherently.  The question also tests candidates’ ability to paraphrase effectively and 
concisely and to present the information in Standard English, in an accurate and fluent form.  
 
The candidates were required to write a summary on what the rescuer did to save Daniel.  
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GENERAL PERFORMANCE  
 
On the whole, the candidates’ performance was satisfactory.  The candidates were able to 
select and retrieve the relevant information from the passage.  Their responses were also 
organised coherently and the expressions were secure as with the original meaning of the 
passage.  Hence, the candidates displayed a good understanding of the task set.  However, this 
year some candidates were able to display better paraphrasing skills because they had to 
paraphrase parts of the text that were in direct speech.  
 
Apart from that, a substantial number of the candidates also adopted the safe strategy which is 
to be text dependent in shaping their responses.  Any attempts to use own words were 
restricted to single word substitution. 
 
GENERAL PERFORMANCE OF CANDIDATES ACCORDING TO THEIR GROUPS 
 
Candidates in the High Achievement Group 
 
The confidence and competency of the candidates were the main features of the response.  
These candidates are proficient in the language and therefore were able to respond relevantly 
to the task.  They managed to retrieve most of the information required and were also able to 
paraphrase effectively and concisely.  They also presented their responses accurately, showing 
an ability to use original compound and complex structures. 
 
 
Candidates in the Average Achievement Group 
 
Generally, candidates in this group displayed a good understanding of the task, even though 
there was heavy reliance on the text.  They demonstrated this by retrieving the required 
information.  There was some form of selective lifting and at times, wholesale copying, but they 
were still able to get good marks for content and language.  There were attempts to reorganise 
and reshape the text.  At times, attempts to rephrase distorted the original meaning of the 
information required.  
 
Candidates in the Low Achievement Group 
 
Candidates did not show understanding of the task.  There were cases of candidates producing 
more or less a complete transcript of the text.  There was also mindless lifting which led to 
fractured syntax.  A small percentage of the candidates did not even attempt the question.  
 
 
DETAILED PERFORMANCE  
 
 
Better candidates understood the requirements of the task and were able to select the relevant 
information to write a summary on what the rescuer did to save Daniel.  
 
Candidates were able to complete the first sentence using the ten introductory words – Rescue 
workers and volunteers started by clearing the rubble and peered into gaps and cracks, 
yelling for survivors. 
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Competent candidates were able to identify all or almost all the content points.  There were 
sustained and noticeable attempts at paraphrasing.  Expressions were generally sound, e.g. 
“When Daniel’s voice was heard, they worked endlessly to eventually expose a large slab 
of concrete above Daniel”  
 

 
Many candidates were able to do intelligent and selective lifting of the relevant sections of the 
text.  They were able to lift phrases and parts of a sentence and join them together to form a 
new coherent sentence.  “The workers exposed a huge slab of concrete above Daniel after the 
news of the survivor has spreaded”. 
Candidates showed good use of conjunctions.  
 
The writing was clear, well-organised and coherent.  Spelling and punctuation were accurate. 
Some occasional errors in grammar could be detected in the writing. 
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Many candidates were unable to paraphrase due to their low language proficiency.  At times, 
when candidates tried to paraphrase, meaning was distorted.  The expressions were not 
secure.  Some of the candidates’ attempts to paraphrase were limited to single word 
substitution.  The summary was also poorly organised and lacked coherence. 
 
Weak candidates failed to lift intelligently - dropping words indiscriminately leading to mindless 
lifting where sense did not come through.  Some candidates showed total reliance on text 
language and resorted to lifting whole sentences.  Weak candidates resorted to copying several 
sentences in chunks, dropping a sentence or two and then copying a few more. 
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Very weak candidates resorted to copying sentence after sentence without a clear break, thus 
producing a more or less complete transcript of the text. 
 
Summary exceeded the word limit of 130 words.  There was intrusion of irrelevant sentences or 
sections which were from lines 25 – 30 as well as lines outside the prescribed text area.  
Candidates also included their own ideas and opinions. 
 
There was heavy frequency of serious errors or fractured syntax which impeded reading and 
understanding.  Words were wrongly spelt although lifted from the passage.  
 
The overall performance clearly showed that candidates did not comprehend the question and 
plan their answer.  Hence, they merely dropped words and phrases or lifted mindlessly.  
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SUGGESTIONS TO CANDIDATES 
 
1. Always check to make sure the response fulfils the task given. 

2. Use only text within the stipulated area as stated in the rubric.  Draw lines to indicate the 

beginning and the ending of the summary area. 

3. Do not exceed the word limit given. 

4. Use the ten introductory words given. 

5. Complete the opening sentence using the ten introductory words without any 

grammatical errors. 

6. Build a wider vocabulary, so that paraphrasing is more effective and concise.  

7. Learn to write using a variety of sentence structures – complex and compound. 

8. Learn to use sequence and logical connectors. 

9. Practise rephrasing. 

10. Write a draft first and edit it before writing out the summary. 

 
 
SUGGESTIONS TO TEACHERS 
 
1. Train the candidates to understand the task given. 

2. Teach and train candidates to locate the content points.  Teach them how to differentiate 

between main and supporting ideas/details.  

3. Teach them to select intelligently 

4. Remind candidates to use the given ten introductory words and to use material within 

the stipulated text area. 

5. Remind candidates to write in one paragraph. 

6. Teach candidates to use suitable cohesive devices such as connectors. 

7. Teach and train the candidates, especially those with good linguistic skills, to paraphrase 

effectively and concisely. 

8. Teach and train candidates to write using a variety of sentence structures, focusing on 

ability to form original compound and complex structures. 

9. Focus on one skill at a time – locating content points, paraphrasing or writing original 

syntax. 

10. Teach the weaker candidates to use key words to locate points when answering 

summary questions. 

11. Improve their vocabulary by introducing relevant comprehension texts based on the 

curriculum specifications. 
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SECTION D (LITERATURE COMPONENT) 
 
GENERAL PERFORMANCE 
 
Candidates showed an average performance in this section.  The response to the poem 
question was better than the response to the question on the novel.  A significantly high 
percentage of the candidates did not attempt the questions in this section.  
 

 
 
POEM (QUESTION 32) 
 
GENERAL PERFORMANCE 
 
The poem chosen for SPM 2013 was “He had such quiet eyes” by Bibsy Soenharjo.  Many 
candidates were able to answer question 32(a) (i) and (ii), 32(b) and 32(c) accurately.  Better 
candidates had no problems providing their personal responses for question 32(c).  Weak 
candidates however, just mindlessly copied the lines in the poem or did not attempt to answer. 
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Question 32 (a) (i) 
 
Most candidates were able to give accurate answers as required by the question: 

 
A small number of candidates gave irrelevant answers. 

 

 
Question 32 (a) (ii) 
 
Most candidates were able to give the correct word. 
 

 
A small number of candidates lifted irrelevant words of the poem 
 
 

 
 

Question 32(b) 
 
Some candidates were able to accurately state the feeling expressed in the two lines. 
 

 
 
Most candidates gave wrong answers because they were unable to come up with a suitable 
feeling. Some lifted irrelevant parts. 
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Question 32(c) 
 
Many candidates gave good responses as advice, some in their own words. 

 
 
Some candidates gave actions as suggestions and not advice. 
 

 
 
SUGGESTIONS TO CANDIDATES 
 
1. Candidates must understand the literal and figurative meaning of the poems. 

2. Read and understand the questions before answering. 

3. Take note of the type of questions set. 

4. Write short and relevant answers to express opinions 

5. Attempt all the questions. 

6. Lift intelligently but not excessively from the text. 

7. Improve linguistic ability to enable accurate expression of ideas 

 
 
SUGGESTIONS TO TEACHERS 
 
1. Teachers must teach the main elements of the poem. 

2. Teach candidates the literal and figurative meaning of the poems. 

3. Train candidates to read and understand the questions of all the poems. 

4. Train candidates to answer questions precisely in simple and accurate sentences. 

5. Encourage candidates to answer opinion based questions in their own words.  

6. Train candidates to provide personal responses. 

7. Make lessons on literature interesting and meaningful to candidates.  
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THE NOVEL (QUESTION 33) 
 

 
 

GENERAL PERFORMANCE 
 
Candidates were asked to choose one of the novels they had studied and respond to the 
question which was to write about “an important decision made by one of the characters”.   
On the whole, candidates did reasonably well in this question.  Candidates with good language 
proficiency were able to respond relevantly, giving details from the text besides expressing their 
viewpoints.  Some candidates wrote on more than one part.  Some responses were too shallow, 
lacking textual evidence and development.  Weak candidates just wrote something about the 
novel, usually narrating events in the novel without addressing the task or just giving the 
synopsis. 
 
Most candidates’ responses were consistently relevant and very convincing with a marked 
ability to provide well-developed textual evidence.  There was evidence of critical thinking.  
 
Language used was accurate with sophisticated structures and wide vocabulary.  The writing 
was well-organised and cohesive. 
 
Some responses were either not relevant or the task was partially addressed e.g. discussing 
part of the novel without giving reasons.  Some candidates wrote on more than one event. 
Some of the candidates did not address the task at all.  There were instances of mere narration 
of the novel, characterisation or values in the novel 
 
The responses lacked textual evidence to support the viewpoint.  Some textual evidence lacked 
development.  There were textual errors showing inaccurate and poor understanding of the 
novel indicating there were candidates who had not read the novel at all. 
 
Weak candidates showed poor language ability – high frequency of serious errors of various 
kinds with fractured syntax.  Responses were poorly organised and sometimes written in one 
paragraph. 
 
Some candidates reproduced learned or memorised responses 
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DETAILED PERFORMANCE 
 
Example of an excellent answer 
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Response is relevant as candidate focuses on an event and develops the reasons with close 
reference to the text.  A convincing response with well developed textual evidence and always 
provides precise textual evidence to support viewpoint.  Candidate provides personal response 
to task.  
 
Good organisation of thoughts and ideas.  First paragraph sets up the response well.  
Language is accurate and writing is well-organised.  Errors, if any, are considered first draft 
slips. 
 
Example of a good answer 
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Response is relevant to the task.  Candidate understands the task and identifies an event and 
provides reasons.  Candidate also provides some textual evidence with some development and 
the answer is well-organised.  
 
Candidate lacks development of textual evidence and reasons.  Language is almost accurate. 
 
An Example of a Weak Answer 
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Candidate has identified a character that makes an important decision and gives little textual 
evidence. 
 
There is little textual evidence with no development.  Language errors are dense for a short 
answer but the meaning is never in doubt. 
 
An Example of a Very Weak Answer 
 

 

 
 
Candidate is able to identify the novel but response has no relevance to the task and errors 
frequent for a very short answer. 
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SUGGESTIONS TO CANDIDATES 
 

1. Read the novel and understand it well.  Textual evidence is always important when 

responding to a task. 

2. Read the rubric carefully and address the task relevantly. 

3. Learn the details of the main or significant events in the story so as to provide accurate 

and sufficient textual support. 

4. Be familiar with the plot, characters and events of the story. 

5. Do not reproduce memorised answers.  

 
SUGGESTIONS TO TEACHERS 
 
1. Ensure candidates read and comprehend the novel.  

2. Teach candidates all the elements of the novel: theme, plot, character etc. 

3. Do not encourage mere memorization. 

4. Teach and train candidates to respond relevantly to a task, or to give their opinions on the 

task set.  

5. Teach candidates to always provide textual evidence to support their answers. 

6. Teachers should encourage candidates to read the text and not the synopsis. 

7. Guide and teach the candidates on how to answer questions on higher order thinking   

skills about character, event, theme and moral value.  

8. Candidates must be taught and reminded to be consistent in the use of the tenses when 

answering the question.  

 


